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nksgiving Lunch

Kate Nott

This year's Thanksgiving
meal to the needy was a
tremendous success.
Thanks to the many,
many donations of food,
time and money from our
church family and friends,
we had everything we
needed to serve a deli-
cious meal to the 120
residents of the North
Hills Retirement Hotel.
The residents there are
on a low, fixed income,
and sharing our blessings
was a joy. About 40 pa-
rishioners of all ages
served the meal, and
there was a wonderful
feeling of gratification by
all involved.

We started out by offering
sparkling apple juice to

each person. We had
several quite young chil-
dren and teenagers help-
ing. We all enjoyed serv-
ing the meal (delivered
individually to each
person at the table),
distributing drinks,
squishing cream onto
pumpkin pies, and
offering chocolates
around at the very
end. One gentleman
| spoke to said it was
the best Thanksgiv-
ing he'd had in years.
There were many smiles
and grateful handshakes.

The photo shows our
youngest helper, Ashlyn
Doyle aged three, having
a lovely moment with an
elderly gentleman. There
was probably an 80-year
difference in age between
the two. Ashlyn’s mother,

Kari, said that she wants
her children to be intro-
duced to helping others
at a young age.

The generosity of our
church family is always
overwhelming, and |
thank you all for your
generous support in this
ministry on this very spe-
cial American day of
thanksgiving.

Inside the Issue

By: Cathie Coppolino

What a way to close out 2009!
The Stained glass window pro-
ject that we’re been working on
for over a year is finally finished.
It is more spectacular than any-
one imagined. We celebrated a
very successful Thanksgiving
Day ministry for food to the
needy and we celebrated our
rector’s 60th birthday. NOVA
took a lesson from our outreach
and made a huge contribution to

the food pantry. The vestry
summarizes their meeting and
be sure to mark your calendar
for the annual meeting on Janu-
ary 10th.The Adult Faith Forma-
tion classes begin in Jan. Some
classes are set in stone while
others are TBD. Consider the
AIDS ministry as help is greatly
needed. And be sure to catch
the movie reviews AND the new
book list!

Happy New Year to All.




Volume 1, Issue 01

The FisherKing

Page 2

Vestry Summary

Summary of the November 2009 Vestry
Meeting

(Approved by the Vestry on December
9, 2009)

Financial Issues: The Treasurer’s Reports
continue to reflect pledges that exceed
budget, the amount is declining. It was
noted that approximately $13,000 has been
collected for the stained glass window pro-
ject.

Parish Administrator's Report: The Parish
Administrator noted that the ingathering was
very successful. A draft budget was pre-
sented that included a pledge amount of
$210,000, which is identical to 2009. A re-
duction in the plate amount anticipated that
was based on the actual amount received to
date in 2009. Rental amounts remained
unchanged for 2010 and no salary increases
were included in the draft budget. The Ves-
try discussed this item and decided that if

pledges increase, the Executive Committee
should revisit this issue and consider a 3%
salary increase. A final 2010 budget will be
adopted at the December Vestry meeting.

Senior Warden'’s Report: The Senior War-
den stated that the new prayer chain has
begun and the Adult Faith Formation calen-
dar is complete through June 2010.

Junior Warden'’s Report: The Junior Warden
reported that the Property Committee is
receiving bids on fixing the rectory driveway
and repaying the church parking lot. It was
reported that, unfortunately, new termite
damage has been found on several parish
hall ceiling beams, so an official inspection
will be necessary in the near future.

Rector’s Report: The Rector reported that
the congregation will be providing a Thanks-
giving Day meal to the North Hills Retirement
Hotel. The Rector also reviewed the history
of the stained glass window project and the

Vestry discussed concerns regarding the
increasing cost estimates. It was agreed
that this project would move forward, how-
ever, a standard operating procedures docu-
ment would be developed for future major
projects and donations.

Important note from the
Rector

Please mark your calendars
for January 10th and attend
the Annual Meeting. There
will be ONE service only at
9:00 in the morning with a
full breakfast. Please don’t
miss this important event.

NOVA

Lanny West

At the suggestion of the Vestry, NOVA,
(the charter high school located on our
church property) was approached with
the idea of staging a food drive among
the students to benefit our Food Pantry.
It was later decided to time it to coincide
with the Thanksgiving holiday. The stu-
dents enthusiastically embraced the
idea. In fact, they even suggested that
they have a contest between grades to

see which
grade could
donate the
greatest
number of
items. At
one point
the 7" grade
had the lead
with 65
items col-
lected. In

the end, the 6" grade
won the contest hands
down with a total of 162
items. As winners, the
6" graders were
treated to a pizza party
after their Thanksgiving
break. The students, so
enjoyed the spirit of the
drive that they are plan-

™ ning to do another
S soon.

Greg had a birthday!

C. Coppolino

On Sunday December 5th we cele-
brated the sixtieth birthday of or Rector
the Rev. Canon Greg Frost. The choir
sang the Birthday Song to Greg during
the Peace at the Ten o’clock service
and then we all joined in again to sing
to him in the Parish Hall as he blew out

the candles. Happy Birthday Greg, and
very best wishes for many more!
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Adult Faith Formation

M. Malkerson and B. Coppolino

The Adult Faith Formation topics
for Winter-Spring 2010 are quite
varied. On January 7", you will
“Meet our Associate Rector”, the
Rev. Jay Young. Then for the
next four weeks we will discuss
“Science and Faith”, moderated
by the Doctors Coppolino, Doyle
and Doyle (real science nerds
and AKA Bob, Kari and Kuyler).
Susan Cornner will talk on Febru-
ary 14" about “Valentines
Day” (no kidding!). From Feburary
21%" through March 4™, Carol

Sherwood will present us with
“Suffering”.

We are next to wander in a sea of
TBDs starting with Mike Mouton
on March 21% on a fascinating
TBD topic. Following the Palm
Sunday and Easter “Spring
Break” a TBD group of experts
(suggestions are quite welcome!)
we will discuss “Personal Health
Issues (Medical Professional
needed)” on April 11", “Personal
Safety (LAPD needed)” on April
18", and “Home Safety (LAFD
needed)” on April 25". We will
then feel quite secure to engage
in a TBD “Bible Study”, topic by

Patrick Coleman from May 2"
through May 23 A final two
weeks of “TBD” by Merrill Malk-
erson will be offered on May 30"
and June 6".

After all those TBDs, Merrill Malk-
erson, will be “Defending Your
Life” in movie discussions on
June 13" June 20™ and June
27". We will then break for sum-
mer.

AIDS Clinic Lunches

Pete Boone

As all of you are aware, mem-
bers of our parish, once
monthly, on the first Monday,
prepare sandwiches, salads,
and drinks to be delivered the
next day, on the first Tuesday of
the month to the AIDS Clinic at
LA County/USC hospital in East

Los Angeles.

We are in dire need of willing
volunteers to help with this deliv-
ery. Each delivery team con-
sists of 2 members, a driver and
a helper. "Many hands make
light work". If you feel called or
would be willing to help with the
Tuesday delivery, please call

Lanny West at (818) 893-1340
home, or (818) 235-8540 cell or
call Pete Boone at (818) 367-
0271 home. | don't have a cell
phone.

Thank you for considering this
ministry. May God Bless

you. Have a gloriously happy
New Year.

Free for the Asking

C. Coppolino

Folks, long time Parishioner,
Bill Lynch has asked to use
this small space in the Fish-
erKing to offer a piano free of
charge to an interested party
who can make all necessary
arrangements to MOVE the

item from his home. Here are
a few pictures of the instru-
ment, which does most likely
require tuning. Please contact
the church office or Bill di-
rectly if you are interested.
There is only ONE, so first
come, first served :-) :-)
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The young children worked to put
together a lovely rendition of their
vision of the window.

The frame arrived and sat against
the north wall waiting for it's right
place

The Day after the frame was in-
stalled, inspectors were called to
approve the progress. On the
morning of Dec 16 the carefully
crafted glass segments arrived in
the back of a simple pick-up
truck. It

didn't

take long

for the

men to

climb the

scaffolding and prepare for the
first piece. Here, grand-father and
grand-child await the hand off .

The long awaited Stained Glass Window

The final project was finished just
before Christmas Eve 2009 ser-
vices. The scaffolding had been
removed, the shingles were back
in place, the interior walls have
been re-plastered and here is the
finished product at five pm Christ-
mas eve and at 10 am on Christ-
mas Day,

A closer
look

t+— Finally the huge hole was cut into the south
wall over the Loft Area. and The frame was
secured into the place

In just a few short minutes, the first
piece of glass was ready and was fitted
into the awaiting space at 11:06 am
December 16 2009.

There will be a formal
dedication of the win-
dow at a yet to be
determined date.
Watch the bulletin or
email for more infor-
mation.
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Marsha VanValkenburg

You'd think with all this holiday time
-off I'd make time to see more than
one of the MANY interesting movies
out this season — but I've only seen
one. BUT, it's George Clooney and
fabulous so you'll probably forgive
me.

George plays Ryan Bingham, the
top employee of a company that
other companies hire to fire their
employees when they’re too
chicken to do it themselves. Ryan
understands this can be the single-
most horrible and personal event in
anyone’s life and is sensitive to
whatever reaction he may get, but
then he leaves the room and does-

Movies with Marsha— Up in the Air

n’t have to deal with the fallout.
Ryan is also a motivational speaker
on the side, talking about how eve-
rything in our life weighs us down —
the little things, the collectibles we
have around the house, our house,
our cars, and definitely our relation-
ships — and he recommends we cut
-loose most of these ‘things’.

Clooney’s character spends over
250 days a year flying, and when
his lifestyle is in jeopardy, he has to
rethink his lifestyle and all of his
values.

It started out as a comedy, but
when the director (Jason Reitman)
interviewed real people that had
been fired, he realized he needed

to give them work by hiring them as
extras in the movie, which gave the
movie not only a much more realis-
tic feel, but made it less of a com-
edy and more of a drama. It's not
laugh-out-loud funny, and it's not
blow-your-nose sad. It's a peek
into the life of someone you proba-
bly don't identify with, and you get
to see him grow and change before
your eyes.

I highly recommend this movie — in
the theater rather than on DVD —
George Clooney is a MUST on the
big screen.!!

The Other Longfellow—

M. Malkerson

No, not THAT Longfellow.

Not the famous poet who was once
read in school, but the other poet, Long-
fellow Deeds, the one who writes the
greeting card jingles but who is equally
proud of and meticulous in his craft.
The one who looks just like Gary Coo-
per playing the tuba, that one.

“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town ” came out
in 1936 and was directed by Frank
Capra. It does star Gary Cooper and, in

a strong supporting role, Lionel Stand-
ing, who was much later of TV’s “Hart to
Hart”. Younger viewers want movies in
color and filled with special effects and
neither is to be found here. So what’s
this movie got going for it?

One thing right off the bat which makes
it relevant is the period of the movie,
that other period of American financial
hardship: The Great Depression. Capra
is a much more subtle director than he
appears to be at first glance. His movie
answers the hypothetical question,

“What would you do if you suddenly
inherited a fortune from a long lost un-
cle?”

Longfellow Deeds from Mandrake Falls,
supposedly a very small town in Ver-
mont, is the heir. Being the heir forces
him to come to Manhattan. Then the fun
and skullduggery begin. What Deeds
does as a character keeps him human
and believable. The script is funny, witty
and all the performers are tip-top. On
DVD and TCM.

COMING UP:

| intend to see Invictus,
It's Complicated, Avatar,
Sherlock Holmes, The
Blind Side, (500) Days of
Summer, etc. It's going
to be a BUSY New Year!

Thank you all for reading
and commenting on my
reviews during 2009. I'm
always happy to discuss
other points of view and
include your feedback
and comments in what-

ever way | can. Here’s to
happy and feel-good
movie-viewing in 2010!!

Marsha VanValkenburg
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The Rector’'s Corner
The Rev. Canon Greg Frost

Ennnmﬂnnnnmnnnnnmnnnnnmnmnmnnnnnmnnnnnmnnnnnmnnnnnwni
E A Bologna Sandwich
:

B As a child, | was a picky eater. | still feel a twinge of embarrassment acknowledging this because it re-
flects a spoiled, self-centered existence. One doesn’t have to like the taste of all foods, but | didn’t even
B want to taste anything new or different. | had my basic food groups: bologna on white Wonder bread,
Frosted Flakes, baked chicken and chocolate. What else was there? Vegetables? Yucch! As a result of
B my picky eating habits, | never wanted to stay over a friend’s house overnight for fear that at supper or
breakfast | might be confronted with eating asparagus or scrambled eggs. So, my pickiness limited my
B life experiences in more ways than just food.

| raise my past childhood experience because | think the Diocese of Los Angeles is a picky eater. | don't
think we are diverse in our tastes in the least. Allow me to explain. The belief among the leaders in the
diocese is that diversity is satisfied visually. We think that we are diverse by skin color, gender, ethnicity
and culture. No question this does reflect certain differences and distinctions. If you have ever experi-
enced a St. Patrick’s Day parade in Boston, then you know what | mean. | have traveled quite a bit
through Mexico and Latin America, and | have made fluency in Spanish a lifelong quest. And yet, visual
diversity, however wonderful, is shallow. A more profound diversity is diversity of thought. It really
makes no difference if we look like a rainbow if we taste like vanilla. And this is our diocese’s dilemma.

ferings or diocesan convention, our speakers and leaders are all quite articulate and interesting, but
Ethey are all from the left side of the spectrum. How about throwing in a Bill Bennett, Rick Warren, Amy
Schlaes or The Rev. Robert Sirico from the Acton Institute? It doesn’t matter if you agree with them. Ac-
tually, that is exactly the point! We need to hear from those who hold opposing points of view in order to
grow. Lunch can be much more than a bologna sandwich. Goodness knows, at least add a slice of
Swiss cheese! And how about some wheat bread! Yikes! We are out there living dangerously now!

The search committee for our bishop suffragans fell into this faux diversity trap also. Yes, all the candi-
dates looked different and came from different ethnicities and cultural backgrounds. But when it comes
to their positions on global warming, the war in Iraq, immigration, LGBT issues, DDT to combat malaria
E in Africa and capital punishment, they are more synchronized than the Belgian Women’s Olympic Syn-
f chronized Swim Team. Throw in some jalapeno! Why not? Yes........ why not? And here is where it gets
pretty serious. Those in power (whatever position they take) are not going to allow diversity of informa-
g tion or thought because it might cause them to lose their power. So, they limit alternative views. And
they accomplish this through obfuscation. They claim their position is the righteous one therefore it
would be unrighteous, unjust and unchristian to allow equal time to alternative points of view. This is just
a rouse or worse if it is believed as true because then it becomes demonic. Who cares if all education in
f Cuba is free if one is only allowed to read what the government determines is socially just! | would
rather be illiterate than be able to read only what a power group dictates what | must read.

Ultimately, it is about fear. “Keep ‘em barefoot and pregnant” was once a popular saying regarding
g women. The male dominated society feared what would happen if women were educated. The power
leaders in our diocese are just as fearful of open thought and sharing power. It seems to me that it is
g time to add some different food to the menu than only bologna.

When it comes to our diocesan gatherings like clergy conference, ecumenical seminars, theological of- E
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St. Andrew and St. Charles Book Club

The STAC Book Club usually meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Rectory.

Jan 19 The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows

Discussion lead: Susan Cornner

Feb 9 The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Discussion lead: Judy Boone

Mar 16 Undaunted Courage by Stephen E. Ambrose

Discussion lead: Cathie Coppolino

Apr 20 The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo _ by Stieg Larsson

Discussion lead: Janice Frost

: May 18 Frankenstein by Mary Shelly

Discussion lead: David Dean

. June 15 Agincourt by Bernard Cornwell

Discussion lead: Bill Sibley

July 20 The Things They Carried _ by Tim O’Brien

Discussion lead: Mike Mullins

Sept 21 Anna Karenina_ by Leo Tolstoy
(Constance Garrett translation recommended)

Discussion lead: Merrill Malkerson

Oct 19 The Lost Symbol by Dan Brown

Discussion lead: Michael Cornner

Nov 16 The Art of Racing in the Rain__ by Garth Stein

Discussion lead: Sheri Shaffer

Dec 21 Flatland by Edwin A. Abbott

Discussion lead: Bob Coppolino
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